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Watching a story on the 6 o’clock news changed my life. A reporter
was interviewing a female private investigator who had worked a
murder case that captured my attention because of its victim - a
bright and bubbly young lady who happened to look a lot like my
daughter. “What if that HAD been my daughter,” was all I could think
about. 

This investigator fascinated me. She had stepped into this tragedy to
help a family as she’d wanted to be helped when tragedy struck her
life. I was inspired by her to become a private investigator myself and
to start a podcast.  God had given her an opportunity to change
people’s lives, and I loved how she took advantage of it.

You’ve got that same opportunity! God may not be calling you to
become a Private Investigator, but I believe with my whole heart that
He’s calling each of us to be a different kind of P.I. - a Person of
Impact! So let’s investigate five important lessons from Jesus’s
Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37, and discover how
God can use you to change someone’s life.
 



Day 1 - Luke 10:25-37

"Then an expert in the law stood up to test him, saying, 'Teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal life?' 'What is written in the law?' he asked
him. 'How do you read it?' He answered, 'Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.'"

I’m a map geek. When my family moved from the Midwest to the South,
I poured over maps of the area where we would make our new home so
I would know my way around. These were paper maps, so imagine how
excited I was when I discovered Google Maps! Suddenly I could check
the traffic, use street view and satellite view, and have my phone speak
directions to me while I drove. If I wanted to stay on the right path, I
had to listen to know what was written on the map.

When this expert in the law tossed what I suspect was not the most
sincere question to Jesus, the Lord immediately pointed him not to
Google, but to the Gospel - the Living Word told him to check the Word!
If the man wanted to stay on the right path, he had to read the Word
and do what it said.

To do what the Word says in this passage, we have to know who are
neighbors are. One incredibly easy way to do that is to join a
community app like Nextdoor or Lotsa Helping Hands. If your
neighborhood has an HOA, they may already have some sort of app or
FaceBook Group set up. When your community is connected, you can
easily watch out for each other, communicate needs, and develop plans
to meet those needs. 

Father God, thank you that you have made ways for each one of us to serve
our communities. Even if we haven’t seen this as a mission field in the past,
we rejoice that now our eyes are opened to this opportunity to join you in

your work. Show us the work that you have prepared us for and give us such
passion for it that lives are changed - including ours.

 



 

Day 2: Luke 28-29

 “You’ve answered correctly,” he told him. “Do this and you will live.” 
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”

Who doesn’t love a good birthday party? For one day of the year, things
get to be all about us. We get to decide who to spend our day with, what
things we want to do, what food we want to eat, and people usually give
us gifts. It’s a me-fest!

Problems can pop up when we start me-festing 24/7. That seems to be a
problem for our friend, the expert in the religious law. He wanted to be
righteous in the sight of God or, as Scripture puts it, “to justify himself”.
It doesn’t appear that he wanted to be helpful to people or to glorify
God. It was all about him.

He wasn’t asking for a list of everyone who needed help, he was trying
to narrow the scope of who he had to help. Ouch. I do that, too. I want
to do just enough to be “good”, and then stop and let everything be
about me again, like when it’s my birthday. Not my late mother-in-law.
She spent every family birthday - even her own - making sure that
everyone else had what they needed. There are plenty of people in our
own communities who need someone to check on them to make sue
they have all that they need. Who is that person in your life?

Precious Lord, Jesus - thank you for the wonderful examples you put in our
lives to learn how to put others before ourselves. We don’t need to justify

ourselves, because you did that for us on the cross. Please help each one of
us to find someone today who needs a hand and let us be there for them.

It’s your example that we want to follow, Lord, so lead on. 

 



 
 

Day Three: Luke 10:30-35

Jesus took up the question and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat him up, and
fled, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down that road. When
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. In the same way, a Levite, when he
arrived at the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan on
his journey came up to him, and when he saw the man, he had compassion. He
went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on olive oil and wine. Then
he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The
next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said,  ‘Take
care of him. When I come back I’ll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’

 

When I was a kid, I loved reading fairy tales. I thought they were just fun, action-
filled stories. I didn’t know that I was learning how to make good decisions, that
my actions have consequences, and that I needed to help others. Those stories
give me room to think and work out answers for myself.

The action in The Good Samaritan is extremely straightforward. Bad guys hurt an
innocent guy. “Religious” people see it and do nothing. “Less than” guy goes out
of his way to help. What really catches my attention are three simple words that
showed the difference between the “religious” men and the “less than” guy.
Speaking of the LT guy, Jesus says, “...he had compassion.” The story was really all
about their hearts, from which their action or inaction flowed. 

I’m sure most of us get our hearts checked every year to be sure it’s pumping the
way it should. But are we diligent about checking to be sure it is moving us to
have compassion as God intends it to? We can get better at that but we must be
intentional. There’s no reason not to enjoy the process, so let’s all start a heart
journal! Get a notebook with hearts on it or draw your own. Every day, write
down three things that you want to be more compassionate about. Leave lots of
room between entries so you can go back and record how God is moving in your
life to do just that - it’ll be a tremendous encouragement on days when you just
want to have a me-fest.

Dear God, thank you that your compassion for us never ends. Please help us move
from religion to relationship with people in our lives that society sees as “less than”.
Our communities need us to lead the way in service. Give me your wisdom and
direction to know where to spread your compassion by showing more of my own.

 



 

Day Four - Luke 10: 36-37a

 

“Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of the robbers?” “The one who showed mercy to
him,” he said.

I grew up with an older brother and mostly older boys in my
neighborhood. If I wanted to have someone to play with, I had to be
tough in order to keep up. When we got really bored with our normal
games, someone would suggest Mercy. Did you ever play that? I hope
not! Each player had to twist the other player’s arm to see who would
beg for mercy first. Not fun when you were the smallest and the only
female in the bunch.

Jesus’s kind of mercy is waaaayyyyy better. He shows patience toward
us when we deserve none. He acts towards us in love, even when we are
unlovely. The Samaritan showed patience and love to the injured
traveler with the “religious” men couldn’t be bothered. That made him
the hero of the story, much to the surprise of the expert in the law. 

Heavenly Father, we need your patience and love so desperately. Life can be
so hard sometimes and we feel like crying out for mercy to make the pain
stop. But your mercy is better! You walk with us and allow us to carry on

through the pain because you want us to come out stronger. 
Today, I ask for the opportunity to show mercy to someone

 in the loving way you have shown it to me. 
 
 



 

Day 5 - Luke 10:37b

Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.”

Did you know that art students learn technique by copying famous
paintings? By copying an old master, students begin to “see” through
the eyes of the master and even to think like the master. Jesus
wanted the religious expert to copy what he saw the Samaritan doing.
He turned the normal pecking order of society upside down. 

What would this world look like if each of us who claim the name of
Jesus as Savior would not copy what we see society doing but instead
do what our master did? Jesus served, healed, taught, showed
compassion, and most of all - he loved like no one else. What if we
decided to “Go and do the same?” 

Let’s do some copying! I can’t even draw stick figures, but I can copy
what I see Jesus the Master doing. I can talk to someone that most
people would ignore. I can call “sinners” my friends. I can weep with
those who mourn. You can, too. Where will you “Go and do the same”?

 
 

Jesus, who loves my soul, lead me. Open my ears to your directions. 
Open my eyes to see opportunities to glorify you through service to

others. Open my heart to love like you do. Forgive me when I copy what I
see the world doing instead of showing the world what you are doing. 

Show me where you want me to “Go and do the same.”
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Need a speaker for an upcoming event? 
I'd love to learn more about how I can encourage 

your audience to get into the action through service.
 

If you want to learn even more from the parable of the Good
Samaritan, you won't want to miss my message

"How to Become a P.I. - A Person of Impact".
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


